
An Authentic Transformation 
 

“Immediately He began proclaiming Jesus in the synagogues: He is the Son of God” (Acts 9:20). 
 
There can be no debate - conversion followed by transformation is the essence of biblical 
Christianity!  After Paul’s dramatic conversion on the Road to Damascus, he continued to grow in 
maturity and remained on message throughout his lifetime. 
 

After Paul initially preached in Damascus …he traveled to Arabia where he spent 3-years to 
become prepared by the Lord for his ministry to the churches (Gal. 1:15-17).  It was while in 
Arabia that Paul began to understand his apostolic role. His calling to be an apostle was vastly 
different than that that of the other apostles who spent 3.5 years following Jesus throughout 
Galilee and Judea.  They witnessed all that He did as well as the coming of the Holy Spirit in 
Jerusalem and the birth of the church!  And this is why Paul states: “For I am the least of the 
apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 
But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace to me was not without effect.  No, I worked 
harder than all of them, yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me” (Corinthians 15:9-10). 
 

Paul’s conversion is a great example of how the Lord by His grace will take anyone who expresses 
faith in Him and transform that life from whatever into Christ-likeness!  This transformation 
should without a doubt be evident in every true Christian’s life.  “I realize how true it is that God 
does not show favoritism, but accepts men from every nation who fear Him and do what is right” 
(Acts 10:34-35).  With certainty there is quite a bit of diversity in conversion experiences as it was 
with Paul and his protégé Timothy.  Tim’s conversion experience was a polar opposite to that of 
Paul’s.  Timothy’s mother was a Jewish Believer and his father was an unbelieving Greek (Acts 
16:1). This situation left Timothy’s mother and grandmother the responsibility of raising Timothy 
in the ways of God (2 Timothy 1:5).  As it was then, sadly many fathers today leave the spiritual 
upbringing of their children to their wives.  Fortunately for Timothy, Paul became his mentor.    
 

The process of transformation in the lives of men like the Apostles, Paul and young men like 
Timothy continued throughout their lifetime, just as it does in all believers lives.  Paul’s 
transformation reveals his mindset and what is expected of a Believer who is being transformed!    
 

The following is Paul’s mindset as a Believer in his letter to the church at Ephesus: 
Ephesians 4:25 ~ Put off falsehood and speak truthfully. 
Ephesians 4:26-27  ~ Do not sin in your anger …do not give the devil a foothold. 
Ephesians 4:28 ~  Work - do something useful so that you are able to share with those in need. 
Ephesians 4:29 ~ When you speak do so in order to build up others according to their needs so as 
to benefit those listening.  In other words: If you can’t say something nice don’t say anything!   
Ephesians 4:31 ~ Get rid of bitterness, rage, anger, brawling, slander and all forms of malice. 
Ephesians 4:32 ~ Be kind and compassionate, forgive one another, just as Christ has done for you. 
Ephesians 5:3 ~ Let no sexual immorality be said of you, not a hint! Nor any kind of impurity or 
greed because these are wrong and not to be associated with God’s holy people. 
Ephesians 5:4 ~ Let not obscenity, foolish talk or stupid joking …but rather give thanks. 
 

• Based on the short list above has your observations and interaction with those you know 
who claim to be Christians actually live a life that is Christ-like -  not perfectly, but with 
enough credibility to convict them as a Christian in a court of law? 

 

• If you claim to be a Christian are you living a credible Christ-like life and if not, what 
specifically needs to change?  
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