
 
 

Always Prepared 
 

“But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone 
who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.  But do this with gentleness and 
respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good 

behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander” (I Peter 3:15-16).  
 

These words spoken by Paul are heart felt …he more than most, knew first hand that as a 
believer he would be watched closely with disdain and with an intent to destroy him.  Paul 
suffered terribly in order to bring the gospel to his fellow Jews and Gentiles.  Of the 13 letters in 
the New Testament that Paul wrote, 5 of them were written from prison where He was 
incarcerated for his faithful witness.  Paul ended up paying the ultimate sacrifice for his 
faithfulness, being burned at the stake at the hands of Nero shortly after completing his second 
letter to Timothy. 
 
Paul’s example of living for the cause of Christ is incredible!  When Paul and his companions 
faced persecution, never knowing the outcome, be it “life or death,” he faced it with a great 
attitude.  And he was able to do so because his hope was squarely on the Lord as well as the 
prayers on his behalf: “On Him we have set our hope that He will continue to deliver us as you 
help us by your prayers” (2 Corinthians 1:10-11).  Paul reminded Christians “that many will give 
thanks for the gracious favor granted us in answer to the prayers of many” (1:11).  All of us have 
the responsibility to pray for fellow believers, even those we do not know.  Prayer helps those 
going through tough times as well as helps to keep us well prepared to maintain a faithful 
witness. 
 

• How is your attitude these days?  Is it reflective of what God has done and is doing in 
your life?  Why or why not?  

• According to I Peter 3:15-16 (above) what are the two words used to describe how best 
to communicate with others regardless of circumstances. 

• Do you find that prayer helps you stay focused as well as helps your attitude?   How so? 
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