
A Clear and Present Danger 
Saul  

 
Have you ever met someone who was woefully mistaken and misguided?  Well if you have not, 
then we need to meet because I’ve been both mistaken and misguided!  Many of my mistakes 
have been out  of ignorance and as far as being misguided …in my younger years that was not 
uncommon, because I was even more ignorant than I am now.  At 62 I’m still growing up and 
hopefully matured a bit over the past 35-40 years!   
 

Many people who make bad decisions and choices have wrong motives. They know they’re 
wrong, but not so with Saul (Paul’s Jewish name).  With all his heart he thought he was right.  
Saul had been given authority by the high priest in Israel and other members of the Sanhedrin 
(men who served to oversee justice) to see to it that Christians were persecuted.  Saul became 
relentless in his efforts to stomp out Christianity as he launched an all-out war against his fellow 
Jews who and put their faith in Jesus Christ.   
 

Saul “steps into Scripture” in the midst of a hostile and intense scene.  Giving the go-ahead 
permission (Acts 7:57 - 8:1) to stone Stephen to death.  Why?  Because Stephen began to carry 
out a very intentional evangelical ministry using his gifts to perform “great wonders and 
miraculous signs among the people” (Acts 6:1-17).  Needless to say Stephen faced serious push-
back and persecution from the Sanhedrin -- going toe to toe with him as they argued against his 
Messianic message.   However, in spite of their efforts to silence Stephen “they could not stand 
up against his wisdom or the Spirit by whom he spoke” (Acts 6:10). 
 

As with so many people who cannot explain away arguments that substantiate the story of 
Christianity, pride and anger take over as they become hostile and want to destroy them in any 
way possible.  Rather than admitting their inability to invalidate Stephen’s message regarding 
Jesus Christ and since they could not give a satisfactory explanation regarding the powerful 
miracles that verified this message they resorted to the same behavior demonstrated by their 
fellow Jews against the Lord Himself.  The Sanhedrin deceptively persuade some people to 
become false witnesses, to say “we have heard Stephen speak words of blasphemy against 
Moses and against God” (Acts 6:11).   
 

Sadly this deceptive strategy paid off as resentment and hatred towards Stephen spread 
throughout Jerusalem to the point that religious leaders seized him and brought him before the 
Sanhedrin (6:12). Stephens accusers continue to distort his message (6:13-14) and eventually 
their lies leads to his death (Acts 7:59-60).  Sound familiar?  It should …has happened 
throughout history and continues to happen today.   
 

Saul and the Sanhedrin are great examples of how it is possible to be very earnest and fervent 
in our beliefs and behavior, but totally wrong!  On the other hand, Stephen who was Spirit-led 
operated with great wisdom and truth that Saul and the Sanhedrin could not tolerate, so they 
distort his message, giving them a reason to have Stephen put to death.  
 

Have you ever found yourself thinking you were justified in your actions only to realize later you 
were wrong?  What in your life helps you distinguish between right and wrong? 
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