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Following the Master, Leaving a Legacy 

Decisions: Making the Majors Right                                    
Luke 6:12-19 

 

In these days He (Jesus) went out to the mountain to pray,  
and all night He continued in prayer to God (v.12). 

 

How do you go about making a pivotal decision?  And are you aware enough of its implications to 
recognize that the issue is critical?  These questions and the topic at hand is so important because we 
are in a constant process of decision making throughout our lifetime.  Decisions that will shape our life 
…be it school, marriage, career, where to live, major purchases, etc. 
 

It would be great to always make the best decision but the reality if we are honest all of us have made 
our share of lousy decisions.  I know I have. Early in my marriage I chose to hide an “investment” (at 
least that’s what I was wishing it was) from my wife.  Roughly 9 months later the $1200 that I had 
thrown into a pipe dream was gone.  I could not hide it anymore …I owed it to her to explain what I had 
done.  I’ll never forget the look of disappointment on her face.  The disappointment was not that I had 
lost $1200, but the fact that I had not confided with her in the first place!  Had I shared with her about 
this “investment” we would have not lost that money because she would have never said yes to going 
forward (and in my gut I knew it)!  It took time to rebuild the trust that I had broken with her.  Never 
again …I learned from my poor decision!   My wife has seemingly always had great intuition about most 
everything and certainly people ...so in making major decisions we do it together and always pray!  
 

From Luke 6:12-19 we read how Jesus made a major decision, the decision to choose 12 men whom He 
would pour His life into, staking His whole ministry upon them.  Jesus’s process is simple, but hardly 
easy, yet its labor yields an inestimable harvest of blessing. Furthermore the principles Jesus uses 
provide an airtight method for successfully making key decisions.  Jim list’s these principles as:  
 

Provocation: Critical decisions normally have a precipitating event, something catalytic that provokes a 
decision. You could say we are forced off the fence or we capitulate to the circumstances. Can you think 
of one such event in your life and how did you respond?  Jesus’s mission in life was to provide a way in 
which to restore humankind to His Father, therefore every decision He made was to fulfill His mission.  
 

Process: Requires a combination of due diligence and prayer. Jesus prayed to God the Father all night 
about the twelve men He would choose to carry on His mission long after He was crucified.  The need 
for prayer is much more than just a passing thought! At times it needs to be long enough to fully lay out 
the matter before God and arrive at a sense of conviction as to what to do.  
 

Product: Once the decision has been made …act!  Don’t hesitate, timing is key!  Jesus acted on His 
decision the following morning and in doing so gave Him just enough time to train the 12 men to carry 
out the mission.  Needless to say His decision was wildly successful!   
 

Publicize: No decision is complete until we inform all those who are affected. In the example from Luke 
6:12-19, Jesus descended from the mountain and told the twelve men of His decision. He also told them 
that they would now be representing Him, Christ Jesus, spreading the Gospel message. 
 

Perseverance: Good decisions are distinctive and they extend our influence as well as our impact within 
our world of responsibility which reflect our character, values and faith. Bad decisions do the opposite, 
harming our influence and decrease our effectiveness. We will never avoid all bad decisions, but we 
certainly can limit them by following Jesus’s plan for making life’s choices.  This takes perseverance! 
 

What’s the next big decision looming on the horizon for you?  How will go about making this decision? 


