
Rejected!  You’re Not Alone 
 

“A prophet is not without honor except in his own town among  
his relatives and in his own home” (Mark 6:4). ~ Jesus 

 

“Go! This man is my chosen instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and their kings and 
before the people of Israel. I will show him how much he must suffer for my name” (Acts 9:16). These 
words were spoken by the Lord to Ananias after he hesitated to go and meet with Paul.  With Paul’s 
background, his conversion was radical and astounding!  The old saying of “what goes around comes 
around” was never truer than in Paul’s life.  What laid ahead of him as a Believer was not going to be 
easy!  Paul would be rejected over and over, persecuted, beaten, left for dead and thrown in jail! 
 

The threats on Paul’s life were immediate.  In both Damascus (9:23) and Jerusalem (9:29), the Jews 
were enraged and wanted him dead!  The rage and murderous plots to take Paul out were only the 
beginning of a treacherous life as he would later discover as he ministers in his home town of Tarsus.  
The very place he distinguished himself as a solid Jewish leader!  And as most everyone who is a 
Christian knows, one of the most difficult places to share the message of salvation is among those 
who know you best. As a matter of fact it was Jesus Christ who faced the same dilemma when he 
returned to Nazareth, claiming to be the anointed prophet and preacher mentioned by Isaiah.  He was 
bitterly rejected and some of them became so upset with him they tried to throw him over a cliff 
(Luke 4:22-30).   
 

Imagine the shock to everyone in Tarsus who had known Paul when he returned home after being 
transformed by the Lord.  His parents, relatives, fellow rabbis and for that matter the whole Jewish 
community had at one time been so proud of Paul when he was a religious zealot!  But now he had 
made an about-face, the Jesus he once detested had become the motivating and new-found zeal in 
his life.  We can only imagine after the sacrifice his parents made to make sure he studied under one 
of the greatest Jewish scholars in the world (i.e. Gamaliel) how disappointed they must have been!  
Certainly it must have been painful for Paul to be rejected by his immediate family.  Paul was 
constantly being rejected, as he suffered both emotionally and physically from the persecution he 
received from his fellow Jews, particularly those who were fellow rabbis and teachers.  However, to 
his credit Paul never avoided pain because of his unwavering commitment and faithfulness to Christ!  
This unwavering spirit was highlighted every time he would enter into a town …going to the Jewish 
synagogues (where he use to teach) as the initial platform to teach and preach the gospel (9:20, 22, 
28-30), the very place where he would receive the most pushback. 
 

It should be of no surprise when those who know us best, such as family and friends become the most 
leery and even resentful when we attempt to share the Gospel with them.  Which is precisely why it’s 
very important to display Christ-like behavior day-to-day around those you are closest to in order to 
earn the right to be heard.   
 

Application: If we want people to pay attention to our faith, we must pay attention to the type of 
people we are.  (Is there credible evidence of your faith?  If not …you’ll be rejected for your 
hypocrisy.) 
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